
Dr. Conley


      Persepolis Background Information: Web Quest: Pre-Reading


Our next unit will be focused on the book Persepolis.  This unit will also focus on writing, as many of us are struggling with writing.  Before reading a new text, it is important to gain background information about the setting of the book, author, etc.  Why? ( Because these all contribute to the themes that are present in the book and play a role in the motivation for why the author wrote the text; this helps us to gain more out of what we read.

PERSEPOLIS: A Graphic Novel
Part biography, part history, Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi, is the tale of Satarpi’s childhood, growing up during the Islamic Revolution. Her world is filled with war, culture and class differences, torture, execution, and Michael Jackson buttons. Set against the backdrop of daily life in Iran, the tale, which is represented in the form of a graphic novel, shows the world through the eyes of a young girl trying to make sense of her two conflicting worlds. At home, she is free in both body and mind, but the public demands both obedience and tradition. This is a story of innocence, of coming of age, and most importantly, seeing the world around you ravaged and having the heart to move forward.
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About the Author: Marjane Satrapi
· Born November 22nd, 1969, in Rasht, Iran

· Is a graphic novelist, illustrator and children's book author

· She was sent to Vienna by her parents, to flee the Iranian regime in 1984; she later returned to Tehran for college.

· Studied illustration at the Strasburg School of Decorative Arts. Much of her work is influenced by French comic artists. 

· She writes an illustrated column in "The New York Times" & now lives in Paris with her husband.

WEBQUEST DIRECTIONS
· Today you will be completing a Web Quest on Persepolis – this assignment is due by the end of class and will be graded. If you are not finished by the end of class today, you must complete the WebQuest for homework. Poor behavior in the media center will result in a discipline referral. 
Part 1: Maps and Geography/History of Persia (present day Iran)

This book is set in Iran (used to be Persia). Where is Iran? Search the web and find two maps of Iran --- one that shows the relationship of Iran to the world, and one that zooms in on the country itself.  Cut and paste the maps below.

Part 2: Timeline: Go to the website below and read through the timeline on that page. Then, IN YOUR OWN WORDS, describe what happens during each year listed below. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14542438
330:

636:

1828:

1907:

1914-1918:

1921-1926 (summarize what happens in these five years):

1935:

1951:

1953:

1963:

1979:

1980:

Part 3: Iran Revolution: go to the following website:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/middle_east_the_iranian_revolution/html/1.stm
Click through the pictures on this site and explore the history of the Iran Revolution.  Answer the following questions.  
1. Before the revolution, who was Iran ruled by? What created distrust of the Shah?
2. Who did the people that opposed the Shah rally behind and why?

3. What type of violence took play in 1970 and why?

4. What happened in 1979?

5. Who did the Shah appoint to Prime Minister before fleeing? What did this individual try to do?
6. Why did violence erupt on February 1, 1979?

7. Who declares an Islamic republic and is appointed Iran’s political and religious leader for life when a “new era begins”?
Part 4: Iran Revolution Continued: go to the following website:
http://scribol.com/anthropology-and-history/history/the-1979-iranian-revolution-in-pictures/ (Copy and paste this link if the link itself takes you to a commercial page)
SCROLL DOWN under “The 1979 Iranian Revolution in Pictures” and look through the page, reading each paragraph and looking at the pictures.

Answer the following questions that coincide with this page.  I am aware that some of this information repeats what was on Part 3 – it is important to understand these facts, which is why some is a review from the work you completed on Part 3. 
1. Fill in the blanks: 

Shah Reza Pahlavi ruled as emperor of Iran for nearly __________ years before the events of 1979 forced him from power, eventually driving him to death through ill health.  

His overly ambitious economic programs had only served to _________  the gap between Iran's ______ and __________.

2. What type of lifestyle did Shah Reza Pahlavi live? Did society like this?
3. Fill in the blanks:
Opposition voices rallied round __________________, a Shia cleric living in exile in Paris after challenging the Shah in the early __________. ______________ promised social and economic reform, as well as a return to traditional religious values and a state where Islam formed both the sole religion and dominant political ideology (under strictly enforced law) - a platform that struck a chord with disenfranchised ________________.
As the ___________drew to a close a series of large-scale, increasingly violent anti-Shah protests swept Iran. _______________ continued throughout the year, including a wave of strikes which crippled the country's economy, and as the frequency of _____________’s grew, so the brutality by which the government quashed them increased. The numbers killed by the Shah's army mounted, fuelling ________________________________, which in turn led to more __________ and larger and more violent demonstrations.
4. Who in the US voiced support for the Shah?

5. What burned to the ground in August 1978? How many people were killed due to this?

6. On December 10th and 11th,  how many people took part in the anti-Shah demonstrations?
7. Fill in the blanks: (you will need to scroll down to the bottom of the page to complete this part)
 Western notions of human rights have undoubtedly deteriorated under the new Islamic republic - _________ control of women, ________ rates of literacy and _________control of the media have all characterized Iran since the revolution. But to many these imperfections are forgiven as necessities of an Islamic state, especially when viewed in the context of the __________ excesses. This to-ing and fro-ing between moderate and strict religious observance, between a state respectful of or enslaved by Islam, is perhaps symptomatic of Iran's, and indeed much of the Middle East's, political difficulties.

Part 5: Iran Culture. Visit the following website and explore the culture of Iran: http://www.cultureofiran.com/
At the VERY TOP barcode, scroll to “Culture” or “Persian Cuisine” or “National Celebration of Iran.” Pick some articles of your choice to read and then list three things you learned about Iran culture that you did not previously know. (2 sentences for each new thing you learned)
1.

2.

3.

Part 7: Islam Religion: go to the following website and read about the Islam Religion:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ataglance/glance.shtml
Then, answer the following questions.
1. What does the word “Islam” mean?

2. Islam is the world’s second largest followed language.  How many followers does the religion have?

3. What are followers of Islam called?

4. How many God’s are there in the Islam religion?

5. What is the Islam word for God?

6. What holy book do Muslims base their practices on?

7. What are the five basic Pillars of Islam?
Part 8: Allusions in the text: In the text, there are several allusions made to people and historical events.  You will not be able to understand what is referenced in the text without some background knowledge of these events/people.  Look up the following people, events, etc., on the web (search and use a website of your choice that you consider reliable – this is part of understanding how to research something).  Then, in a minimum of 3 sentences, IN YOUR OWN WORDS write down the most important information that you find on each person/event. 

Fidel Castro:

Che Guevara:

Trotsky:

Karl Marx:

Descartes: 

Part 9: Definitions.  Use the internet (dictionary.com, google search, etc., to find the definitions for the following words.  Provide a definition for each word/term.  I have page numbers listed next to each word; this is the page number that corresponds to where the word is found in Persepolis. This will be useful once we start reading. 

Fundamentalism (ii)

Fanaticism (ii)

Terrorism (ii)

Capitalism (4)

Tyranny (11)

Imperialism (11)

Decadence (11)

Putsch (19)

Royalist (34)

Savak (44)


